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Moravian Gallery in Brno
Governor’s Palace, Moravské nám. 1a
11th March – 5th June 2011

opening 10th March at 17.00

EXHIBITION CURATORS

Marek Pokorný, Jiří Pátek

CURATOR’S ASSISTANT

Pavlína Vogelová

GRAPHIC DESIGN OF THE EXHIBITION

Robert V. Novák

PRODUCTION

Veronika Jičínská, Miroslava Pluháčková

INSTALLATION

Petr Kolaja, Martin Ondruš, Jiří Šujan

PROMOTION

Kateřina Pacíková, Veronika Pacíková, Martina Vašková

ACCOMPANYING PROGRAMME

Pavlína Vogelová

GUIDED TOURS

Ludmila Horáková

When a photographer has been pursuing a single theme for over twenty years, he does not make a documentary, but writes a story. The photographic cycle by Viktor Kolář entitled Ostrava is proof. The exhibition in the Governor’s Palace of the Moravian Gallery in Brno will present the work of an artist who is one of our most influential documentary-oriented photographers and will offer the first significant overview and summary of the many years of work of Viktor Kolář. The unique set of photographs that might be subtitled: The City Makes the People, the People Make the City, from one of the quirkiest regions in the Czech Republic, provides an insight into the everyday life, the joys and sorrows of the common people, picturing the mundane life of an unusual place. 
”In the long term my photographs strive for a subjective testimony to the people, places and times. Intuitively, yet purposefully, they tend towards a truthful statement, deciphering both the visible and the hidden messages. I have been continuing this creative endeavour to this day. The exhibition is actually my first essential retrospective charting my photographic work from 1959–2010 in the Ostrava agglomeration. I would like to thank everybody who comes to this show to “read” my report on the state of the world …“,commented Viktor Kolář on the exhibition in the Moravian Gallery in Brno. 

”Viktor Kolář (* 1941) is one of those Czech photographers whose potential has not been fully exploited yet. It may have been due to Kolář’s influential style or his exceptional life story that the local milieu has succumbed to the impression that Kolář is ubiquitous and there’s hardly anything to add. It is a fact, though, that while no overview exhibition of Czech photography would be complete without Kolář’s solid representation, a more focused independent presentation of his work has been missing. The situation took a turn for the better only recently after the publishing of the voluminous tome Viktor Kolář - Ostrava (Kant, 2010) and a large exhibition in Krakow, Poland, as part of the Month of Photography (2009). The exhibition in the Moravian Gallery in Brno is a variation on the Polish presentation, placing several works of fine art related in some way to Kolář’s city in the context of photographs from the Ostrava cycle. These interventions aim to primarily emphasize the visionary aspect of the photographer’s work that makes his oeuvre stand out and resist being pigeon-holed as documentary photography. The record or capture of what is where and how, or what is happening where and how is transformed by his photographs in a subjective gesture of understanding and compassion expressing certain knowledge of the ways of the world or declaring the set of values and attitudes of the artist, but most of all drawing the viewer into the argument concerning its meaning. Although that which was seen and recorded did happen, Kolář is principally interested in what the picture of the event tells us about ourselves, how it can move us. The dialogue of the paintings by Jan Zrzavý and Daniel Balabán, drawings by Stanislav Kolíbal and an object by Petr Lysáček with the Ostrava series of photographs by Viktor Kolář is posed to punctuate the privileged position held by this important artist in the context of Czech art.

 At least from the 1980s, Viktor Kolář has been one of the most influential documentary-oriented photographers. It may be also attributable to the fact that he has lived through his photographs. In the year 1968 Kolář’s life came full circle, at the beginning and end of which was Ostrava. It was there that he first encountered photography, studied at a teacher’s college, only to leave shortly after the occupation of the country in August 1968 by the Soviet Army for Canada. He made a living there as a worker in a molybdenum mine and nickel smelting plant in Manitoba and later in photographic laboratories in Toronto. And he kept taking photographs. It was not, however, until the government grant / Ontario province grant (1971), a grant by the Canadian Art Counci (1971, 1973) and a grant by the International Photography Centre in New York (1973) / brought him a level of independence which he used for photographing in shopping malls in Montreal. Evidently, even before emigration Kolář was a complete photographer but with hindsight it seems that it was only after the encounter with the empty consumerism of western society that his expression was given an uncompromising edge. In 1973 Kolář returned via Paris and London to Ostrava. At home, with normalization tightening the screws, he was greeted by police investigation, menial work in the Nová Huť metallurgical plant and later jobbing as a stage technician. The possibility to return to photography on a professional basis did not occur until 1985. After November 1989 Kolář’s life was injected with a new dynamism. In 1991 he received an award from the Mother Jones foundation in San Francisco, he travelled around the USA and lectured. Since 1994 he has been a lecturer at the Department of Photography at the Prague FAMU, where in 2000 he was appointed assistant professor. 

    
 Kolář is typified by the monothematic nature of his work. For decades he has been emerged in photographing his native Ostrava. The result is a massive monument, a unique picture of the people and the times of one of the most original regions in the country. In the context of the vision of a unified Europe we can today take Kolář’s Ostrava as part of the national remembering of its own history.“

Jiří Pátek 

curator Moravian Gallery in Brno

The one hundred and forty black-and-white photographs shown at the exhibition capture the metropolis of the Moravian-Silesian Region and are divided by the decades when they were taken. The photographs from the property of the artist will be thematically accompanied by paintings by Jan Zrzavý, Daniel Balabán, drawings by Stanislav Kolíbal and an object by Petr Lysáček which also depict Ostrava. 

”When Ostrava is no longer (as we used to know it or as it is today), the photographs by Viktor Kolář will testify to the gritty charm of this city and its people, show their black, rough and strong foundations, and will invoke something that even today the rest of the republic refuses to accept as being within the norms set for decent living. When this world of ours is no longer (as we know it), the photographs by Viktor Kolář will continue to conjure up, from the smog of forgetfulness, images of happiness and sadness, primary perceptions and expressions of human beings, who used to live all around this earth. His photos which condense time and place along with the memory of the basic gestures, images, in which he again and again puts forward figurative constellations steeped in European tradition, enabling us to read the meaning of the situations, the relationships of man to man, man to the environment, what is above and below. His photographs will amaze us again and return to us the moment of the primary astonishment with the world. This is because the photographic art of Viktor Kolář is carried on the ethos of our culture, its attention to the individual and unrepeatable, yet repeatedly attempting to arrive at a more general conclusion extracted from the experience, something of a “master plan for the future” which is nothing more than the idea of a shared space where individuals and their unrepeatable originality are mutually mirrored. If from time to time someone gets the idea to formally impose this space upon us, the result is a catastrophe. If, however, somebody is able to see, perceive and expose the potency of our lives, he makes its outlines clearer.“

Marek Pokorný

exhibition curator and director Moravian Gallery in Brno

ACCOMPANYING PROGRAMME TO THE EXHIBITION

23/3/2011 19 h

Improvized meeting at the exhibition of Viktor Kolář

Governor’s Palace, Moravské nám. 1a

Open musical/dramatical improvised meeting in collaboration with Josef Zajíček (Útulek Theatre). Free admission.

28/4/2011 17 h

Guided tour / Jiří Pátek, exhibition curator

Governor’s Palace, Moravské náměstí 1a

Free with the exhibition admission fee

25/5/2011 17 h

Photographic soirée & Viktor Kolář and Bohdan Holomíček
Governor’s Palace, Moravské náměstí 1a

Informal meeting and talk concerning photography as a record of life with the photographers Viktor Kolář, Bohdan Holomíček and the curators Marek Pokorný, Jiří Pátek, Antonín Dufek and Pavlína Vogelová. Admission 40 CZK

26/3/2011 10–12 h

Record of a Moment / Saturday studios for children from 6 – 15 years
Governor’s Palace, Moravské nám. 1a

16/4/2011 10 h 

The Street / Among Ourselves – art workshop for the disabled
Governor’s Palace, Moravské nám. 1a

A workshop inspired by seeing the exhibition of photographs by Viktor Kolář.

17/4/2011 13–18 h

City and Life / Through Creation to Learning and Inspiration – art workshop for adults
Governor’s Palace, Moravské nám. 1a

Guided tour with Viktor Kolář accompanied by creative activities.
MEDIA PARTNERS
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CONTACT FOR MEDIA 

Martina Vašková, marketing and communication, +420 724 516 672, +420 532 169 174

tisk@moravska-galerie.cz
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5 budov, 1 galerie.

Pražákův palác Uměleckoprůmyslové muzeum Místodržitelský palác Jurkovičova vila Rodný dům Josefa Hoffmanna
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